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What social and economic forces drove the mass movements of people throughout Siberia and Asia between the 16th and the 20th centuries?

The eastern movements of the people of Russia were slow in the 17th century due to the internal problems in the country. The migrations however recommenced after the exploration and colonization of the huge territories of Siberia due to the economic value that came about with the resumption. The migrations were mostly led by Cossacks, who were migrating in search of valuable furs and ivory (Christian, 2018). The origin of the Cossacks was the Southern Urals and the Russians also migrated from the Arctic Ocean. There was also the migration of a group of people who were hunting for fur in 1620; their leader was the legendary Demid Pyanda who traversed approximately 4950 miles between 1620 and 1624.

The major treasure, which led to the migration into Siberia was the fur of foxes, sables, and ermines (Christian, 2018). During this time, these items were very valuable and the people in Russia and Asia used it for trading. When explorers came back from the expeditions, they mostly carried the furs. The people who submitted to the Russian Empire got defense from the Southern nomads. They were in return expected to pay a tribute in the form of fur. That shows why people migrated to go look for fur. It was very valuable.

Therefore, the factors, which led to the mass movement of people throughout Siberia and Asia between the 16th and the 20th century include; the people moved in pursuit of economic gain like getting animal fur, which had a huge global market. Some moved to look for land, poverty, and unemployment was also a factor that led to the movements; the migrants were looking for a source of income (Christian, 2018).

How did this movement of people create new societies in Russia and Asia?

The people of Russia who migrated into Siberia were hunters and the escapees from central Russia were fugitive peasants who were searching for a life free of serfdom, fugitive convicts, and old believers. The new societies of the people of Russia and the existing local people needed the nomadic defense, whereby forts were founded.

Around the 18th century in Siberia, there was the formation of guberniya, which was a new administrative that was formed with Irkutsk. The territory was further divided in the 19th century and there was the creation of new guberniyas, that is, Tomsk and Yenisei. There was also the introduction of Yask system whereby the conquered groups had to pay tribute to the Russian emperor. Tribal leaders who were the participants of the Yasak system became the new nobilities of these regions. There was also the introduction of the Russian feudal system, whereby the landowners owned their peasant laborers. All these were as a result of the Eurasian migrations.
Describe in brief an aspect of this new society that mingled Russian, Siberian and Chinese traditions and ideas.

There was the imposition of the Russian religion and language on the Eastern population due to the migrations (Christian, 2018). Therefore, the new society had to learn to speak the Russian language and follow their religion, else there were consequences.
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